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				“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world; indeed, it’s the only thing that ever has.”

				Margaret Mead
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				Introduction

				Britain has the biggest pro-EU movement in Europe – yet it is now further out of the EU than even the most ardent Brexiters advocated during the referendum campaign five years ago.

				Despite a narrow 52-48% win for Leave in the 2016 referendum and the crisis that followed, the government continues to pursue a policy not only of Brexit, but of the hardest of hard Brexits.

				While they hide behind the ‘will of the people’, there is not – and never has been – a majority in favour of this plan. Something has got to give.

				If you’re reading this, you know the story of how we got here. This book isn’t about that – it’s about how we can start to undo the damage. 

				It is about developing a strategy for those of us who want to rejoin the EU, a larger number of people than is commonly thought, as we will see. It is about key moments ahead where organised campaigning has the potential to make a difference. We can’t change history, but we can still look for ways to change the future. 
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				There is no ‘royal road’ to rejoin – no single strategic focus that stands out above all others, at least right now. But we believe there are many possible routes. In this book we map out these routes, indicate the ones we believe to be more or less likely, and mark important dates when we expect forks in the road. 

				Some critics, including (if we’re honest) some sections of the pro-EU movement, believe that this work is pointless. They say there is no chance of rejoining the EU – or if they do not quite dare to argue that outright, they say there is no chance ‘in the short term’, ‘in the foreseeable future’, etc. 

				True, it isn’t going to be this week, or even this year. But to consign rejoining to a nebulous ‘someday’ undersells the possibilities of the next few years.

				As the pandemic comes to an end, many Brexit chickens will come home to roost – not least the loss of free movement and the new obstacles to travelling and working in Europe. Do you believe that will have no effect?

				There is a general election scheduled for 2024 – though it is widely believed it may come sooner, perhaps 2023. Are we giving up on that election before it is fought?

				The Brexit deal includes a renegotiation period in the middle of the decade that gives an opportunity for closer alignment, at a time when we know Brexit will have been exposed as a disaster and a wide range of industries will be screaming about how unworkable the deal has been. Don’t we want to make the most of that moment? (See ‘Timeline’, page 26, for more key dates ahead.)

				Brexit is not ‘done’ (see chapter 1). It is still happening, still being implemented, negotiated and renegotiated – it is not an event but a perpetual process. In the case of Northern Ireland, it is simply unworkable, at least in its current ‘hard 

			

		

	
		
			
				13

			

		

		
			
				Brexit’ form. Brexit will be with us, causing crisis after crisis, until it is reversed. Chapter 2 documents some of the economic impact so far, with more soon to come.

				In chapter 3 we look at British public opinion, which (despite how it is usually portrayed) continues to be largely pro-EU and believes that Brexit is going badly. We look especially at young people’s overwhelming support for EU membership and continuing opposition to Brexit.

				Taking a closer look at the Brexit deal in chapter 4, we see how far Britain has moved out of the orbit of the EU compared to almost any other European country, and the problems this extreme position is causing. We look at how much worse things will get as the pandemic ends and more border rules come into force, and how pressure will build ahead of the renegotiation period (chapter 5).

				We need a change of government (chapter 6) ahead of this renegotiation if it is to build a path towards rejoining the EU. The most likely alternative route is the break-up of Britain (chapter 7) and rejoining in fragments.

				Finally in chapter 8 we explore the risks of new trade deals as the government attempts to geopolitically realign the UK into other global trade blocs, and then conclude by arguing that rejoining is possible – and that, unlikely as it may seem right now, the chances are ultimately much better than the chances of making Brexit work.

				No one knows the future, but enough is scheduled already to sketch an outline of the likely effects and crunch points ahead. To find our route to rejoin, we need to think through a strategy not for the next few weeks but for the next five years and beyond, and stay ready to fight for what we believe in as opportunities present themselves. This book is for everyone who will never give up on Europe.
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				1. Brexit is not done

				In a crowded field of lies, the biggest lie about Brexit is that it is ‘done’. 

				The media, following the government’s lead, portray Brexit as a switch that was thrown on one day, usually 31 December 2020, the end of the transition period. Everything after this is referred to as ‘after Brexit’. In this worldview, every warning about the consequences of Brexit can be disregarded if there were no visible ill effects at the beginning of 2021.

				But Brexit didn’t ‘happen’ on any single date – Brexit is a long, drawn-out process that has only just started. Many industries are still in various transition periods in the deal, looking nervously at the months and years ahead, hoping the government will listen to their special pleading for a delay in whichever sword of Damocles is hanging over their particular sector. Much of the deal has not yet even been implemented – most notoriously, the Northern Ireland protocol.

				It is not always clear where such issues are going to come from until they suddenly emerge. For example, in July 2021 – six months after Brexit was supposedly ‘done’ – the UK suddenly decided to dispute the £41 billion ‘divorce bill’ that 
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				it owes the EU, even though the formula was agreed back in 2018 and the UK has already started making payments.

				Brexit is a constant background crisis that will periodically burst back into the headlines. It is a never-ending negotiation with a UK government that constantly reneges on its word. It is based on the belief that the rules do not apply to Britain, and so there will be no consequences for ignoring them. It is a complicated deal where the government can cause a new mess at any time by noticing – or pretending it has only just noticed – something in the deal that it dislikes.

				It is a fragile project that only looks unstoppable because of the distorting mirrors of our media, our spineless political parties and our absurd electoral system. Sooner or later, it is going to tumble to the ground.

				Brexit will never be done. It will be with us, causing pain for the population, the economy and future governments – until it is reversed. We prefer not to talk about ‘after Brexit’, but instead use the phrase ‘under Brexit’.

				Northern Ireland’s impossible border

				People like to say that Northern Ireland is complicated – and yes, it is. There isn’t space here to outline the long and sad history of the partition of Ireland and the near-century of violent conflict that followed.

				But the central issue that Brexit causes in Northern Ireland is relatively straightforward. The form of Brexit the government chose – a hard Brexit where the UK leaves the Single Market and customs union – means that there must be a border between the UK and the EU Single Market. 
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				And that border has to go somewhere. 

				There are only two choices: the border either runs through the island of Ireland (between Northern Ireland and the Republic) or it runs through the UK (in the Irish Sea). Each of these options is unacceptable to one of the two communities in Northern Ireland. 

				The Northern Ireland peace process – culminating in the Good Friday Agreement, jointly guaranteed by the EU and the US – gave citizens of Northern Ireland a status where they can effectively choose to be either British or Irish. Travel to either location is unrestricted, and they can choose to apply for an Irish passport. It is a finely balanced agreement that bends over backwards to make sure no one is subject to a national identity that they do not identify with.

				For the nationalist/republican community, a border through Ireland would represent a threat to their Irish identity; for the loyalist/unionist community, a border through the UK represents a threat to their British identity.

				The Conservatives chose the latter of these options – embarrassingly for the Democratic Unionist Party, who supported Brexit in the referendum and even propped up the Tory government after the 2017 general election left Theresa May with a wafer-thin majority. Betraying their former allies, the Tories signed a deal putting the border in the Irish Sea – though bizarrely the government continues to claim that it has not done so. 

				Naomi Long of the cross-community Alliance Party said: “They denied the existence of borders, even as those borders were being erected. I think that that dishonesty, and the lack of clarity around these issues has contributed to a sense of anger in parts of our community.”

				On an Irish Sea border, Theresa May said “No UK prime 
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				minister could ever agree to it.” But in the end Boris Johnson did agree to exactly that. He appears to have taken a similar position to his then-adviser Dominic Cummings, who allegedly once said that he doesn’t care if Northern Ireland “falls into the fucking sea”.

				Yet whatever the UK’s position, the EU – heavily aware of its obligations to member state Ireland and never cavalier with peace processes – is not so irresponsible. The Brexit deal includes a section known as the Northern Ireland Protocol that aims to create a framework to allow trade to continue between Britain and Northern Ireland, while also protecting the EU Single Market. 

				The UK government has barely tried to implement the protocol – and its attempts, meek as they have been, have been met with the loyalist riots of April 2021 (see burning bus photo, right), menacing graffiti near border posts and threats to border staff that stopped the agreed border checks from being properly implemented. The government has now postponed building the border posts until 2023 – but nothing is going to change in the intervening two years. Even if it gets over that obstacle, the Northern Ireland Assembly gets a vote in 2024 on whether the protocol should continue (see timeline, page 26).

				The UK government – which does not understand Northern Ireland and generally tries to give it as little thought as possible – lurches from crisis to crisis on the issue, hoping something will turn up and agreeing to delays when there is a crunch moment (as with the multiple delays to the end of the chilled meats grace period). 

				Yet Northern Ireland remains, as it has been since the beginning, an irresolvable problem for as long as Britain keeps its current distance from the EU. To put it bluntly, 
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				it does not seem possible to build the border that the deal requires without sparking an upsurge of loyalist violence. The Good Friday Agreement is only 23 years old, and the events around the Northern Ireland protocol have seen loyalist paramilitaries withdraw their support for it (a decision they managed to announce despite their status as banned organisations).

				The problem of Northern Ireland points firmly towards closer alignment with the EU, likely customs union membership at a bare minimum, by any sensible future government that wants to keep the peace. Long term, the only realistic alternative to that position is Irish reunification (see chapter 7).

				Dealing with dishonesty

				Here’s a dilemma: how do you do a deal with someone who you know will turn around shortly afterwards and try to break their word? That is the problem the EU faced as they negotiated the Brexit deal with Boris Johnson’s government.

				To add to the initial lies of the referendum, the government had gone into the 2019 general election with a new fraud, the ‘oven-ready deal’. For this to work, they had to act like Brexit had no significant problems left to resolve. They made it screamingly obvious that their intention was to sign a deal, almost regardless of what it said, in order to ‘get Brexit done’ and then try to wriggle out of it later. If we could see that, then so could the EU.

				The deal, remember, was in two stages. First they signed the withdrawal agreement, which was rushed through parliament in January 2020 in the aftermath of 
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				the December 2019 election. Then – while they were in the middle of negotiating the second part of the deal! – the British government publicly and theatrically reneged on the first part.

				This was the Internal Market Bill, published in July 2020, and the ensuing crisis that centred on the UK’s plan to break international law in a “limited and specific way”. Apparently intended to give the government more negotiating leverage in Brussels, it did little but demonstrate how untrustworthy the UK had become as a negotiating partner, not just to the EU but to every other country it might try to negotiate with in future.

				If they didn’t know it already, the EU couldn’t fail to get the message after that fiasco that it was trying to make a deal with a rogue state. That’s why the final Brexit deal includes a comprehensive suite of measures to police and ultimately punish any party that breaks it (and, obviously, there’s only one party that will try). 

				The deal includes rights to unilateral defensive measures and “rebalancing” in a variety of scenarios, including industry subsidies and regulatory divergence. This can see whole chunks of the deal suspended, including the re-imposition of tariffs and quotas.

				This appears to set up a ‘sliding scale’ where the further the UK moves from alignment with the EU, the more it loses access to EU markets. This would become particularly relevant if the UK signed up to an alternative trade bloc with a different set of rules (see chapter 8 on CPTPP).

				The EU’s chief negotiator Michel Barnier wrote in La Grande Illusion, his diaries of the Brexit deal negotiation, that he does not expect the UK government to wait long before “trying to use its new legislative and regulatory autonomy to 
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				give itself, sector by sector, a competitive advantage” – that is, unfair advantages created by taking part in EU markets without following EU rules. Calm and understated as ever, he adds: “We have tools to respond.” He has seen Johnson’s next moves coming a long way off, and the EU is ready for them.

				The curse that gets worse

				One important, though relatively little-known, reason why Brexit can’t be judged from the situation at the beginning of 2021 is that the rules get more stringent over time as more restrictions are phased in. This has got most attention around the grace periods in the Northern Ireland protocol, but the overall ‘border operating model’ also has three stages. We are currently only in stage 1, the most basic customs checks – though these alone have been enough to cause chaos for large numbers of traders with no previous experience of customs checks at all.

				After several rounds of delays, most border deadlines are now sitting somewhere in 2022, and look likely to be delayed further. In January 2022, Britain is supposed to start implementing full customs declarations and the current option for delayed declarations goes away, and in July checks at the border start on a range of foods and other goods. In a situation where we may already have issues with food supply (see below) this is likely to exacerbate the problems. The easy option is for the government to keep delaying these days for longer and longer – but it cannot kick the can forever.

				Apart from the burden of the actual checks, this ratchet of rules is a disaster for small businesses that are struggling 
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				to follow this level of complexity: they will find that just as they have sorted out their customs agents, got used to making delayed declarations, got used to the tax situation, and so on, all the rules change again. (The ever-moving deadlines do not help with this, as they mean much information online is outdated and confusing.) For those who believe the government’s claims that Brexit is ‘done’, these extra changes in the rules will come as a surprise.
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				Timeline to 2025
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				31 December 2020

				End of the Brexit transition period. Border Stage 1, ‘basic’ customs requirements begin. (Many grace periods are still in force.)

			

		

		
			
				30 June 2021

				EU Settled Status application deadline
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				Note: the dates for increased border checks were earlier in the original Brexit deal, but have now been delayed several times each.

			

		

		
			
				1 January 2022

				Full customs regime comes into force. Option for delayed customs declarations ends.

				Northern Ireland Protocol: Grace period on restricted products such as chilled meats ends (delayed from July and then Sept 2021)

			

		

		
			
				1 July 2022

				Stricter rules come in for animal products (meat, eggs, milk etc) or anything containing them (eg. meat pies), including health certificates. Physical checks at the border for animal products and plants (including fruit and veg).

				Note: this rolls together two sets of deadlines that were delayed from October 2021 and January 2022.
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				May 2024 (but possibly 2023)

				UK general election

			

		

		
			
				1 January 2023

				UK grace period on CE markings ends – products must be tested under new UKCA certification. (Delayed from 2022.)
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				31 December 2024

				Deadline for the first ‘consent’ vote in the Northern Ireland Assembly to approve the Northern Ireland Protocol

			

		

		
			
				2025

				Renegotiations are likely to begin as the five-yearly review included in the Brexit deal is reached.
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				2. Economic self-sabotage

				Brexit has so far seen some industries plunged into sudden and acute crisis – most noticeably fishing, shellfish and some other food exporters. The government’s promise of “no barriers to trade” did not last even one hour after the Brexit deal came into force.

				British food and drink exports to the EU fell dramatically after the end of the transition period. Salmon exports crashed by an incredible 98%.

				For some individual companies the difference has been night and day. Baron Shellfish, a 40 year old Yorkshire firm that exported £1 million of lobsters a year, mostly to Spain, was forced to shut down entirely because of Brexit. Bridlington, once called the “lobster capital of Europe”, had found its access to European markets effectively cut off by the Brexit deal. Sam Baron, the firm’s owner, said: “All we have had is bullshit from the government, promises that haven’t been kept. I am winding up the business while I still have enough to pay redundancy to my staff... It is all Brexit-related – the extra costs, extra paperwork.”

				To take another example, UK firms can no longer sell 
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				Source: Food and Drink Federation
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				small boxes of cheese to the EU at all because each one would need a veterinary health certificate that costs 7 times more than the cheese itself – and plans for larger wholesale shipments have also proven impractical. Simon Spurrell of the Cheshire Cheese Company told the Financial Times: “The government has successfully removed us from the EU as a business, it is no longer commercially viable and our distributors in France, Spain and Germany are not interested in doing business with us because of both the extra cost and the difficulties with the paperwork.”

				The government offered no help, instead telling the cheese company that it should forget European sales and break into “emerging markets”. (It is unclear exactly where the government believes these untapped markets for cheese are emerging.) 

				In a second category we could place musicians and others who rely on travelling to work, who are beginning to warn that the loss of freedom of movement will make it impractical for them to earn a living (see chapter 5).

				A punctured economy

				The effects of Brexit on most of the economy, however, are ‘slow burn’ – and have been further obscured by the pandemic. Britain’s economy has a puncture: it does not necessarily feel like it is shrinking from moment to moment, but nevertheless the air is slowly leaking out. The UK’s trade with EU countries fell by 23% in the first quarter of Brexit.

				While the occasional heavily-subsidised car factory or 50 jobs added in Heinz ketchup production gets the headlines in the Brexit-supporting press, the bigger economic story 
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				is small and medium-sized companies moving their headquarters into the EU. While large multinationals have not generally needed to do this (as they already have EU bases), for many smaller companies and particularly for export-based businesses, it has been the only decision they have been able to make in order to preserve the largest part of their trade.

				Most businesses moving do not make a big song and dance about it, for fear of provoking a Brexiter backlash – but move they do. Medicines, textiles, sportswear… company after company has been forced to set up in the EU, sometimes at great speed. The Guardian reported the tale of Sussex pharmaceutical company Mediwin, which had to “bundle a production line into a white van and take it to Amsterdam” to ensure it could continue to sell its medicines in France.

				In January 2021 even the UK government’s own Department for International Trade advised some UK businesses to register new companies in the EU.

				Dutch warehouses have reported a ‘Brexit boom’. “A lot of companies are thinking of establishing themselves on the European mainland and the Netherlands is one of the big hubs for that,” says Michiel Bakhuizen of the Netherlands Foreign Investment Agency. “We are pretty busy because of Brexit at the moment.”

				While some UK companies are setting up EU hubs or moving, most non-UK companies looking to sell to Europe are no longer even considering Britain as an EU base. Why would they? Britain is relatively expensive and now only gives easy access to a tiny market. This fall in investment coming into the UK did not wait for the end of the transition period and began declining in 2019 and 2020.
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				Where did all the workers go?

				Meanwhile, back in Britain, labour shortages are starting to bite in sectors that relied on workers from the EU, particularly (at the moment) hospitality, construction, farming, food packing and transport. More than a million EU workers are estimated to have left the UK since late 2019. 

				A survey by the British Chambers of Commerce in July 2021 showed that 70% of companies that had tried to hire staff in the preceding three months had struggled to do so. A separate survey of more than 400 recruitment firms showed a sharp rise in hiring demand and an unprecedented fall in the availability of candidates.

				Poultry production has fallen by 10% “because of the shortages of workers across farming and processing”. On farms, fruit and veg rot in the fields as farmers are unable to recruit enough pickers.

				Before Brexit, more than 30% of hospitality workers in the UK came from the EU, rising to over half in London.Industry group UK Hospitality said in May 2021 that there was now a shortfall of about 188,000 workers, with “particularly acute” shortages of front-of-house staff and chefs.

				Again, while some are trying to blame this exodus on Covid, industry voices are clear about the main factor. Restaurateur David Moore said Brexit was “definitely the biggest” factor behind staff shortages, as the “heartbeat” of the hospitality industry was “young kids” from the EU. Itsu boss Julian Metcalfe agreed, saying the food chain’s “young European chefs” have “now sadly all disappeared” 
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				– because “they are not allowed in”. Even Tim Martin, the Brexit-backing boss of pub chain Wetherspoon’s, has bemoaned the staff shortages. Having caused the problem, he now wants new rules to... let the pub sector recruit workers from the EU. 

				Adequate food?

				The shortage of an estimated 100,000 HGV lorry drivers is becoming acute as many European drivers have left the UK, and at the same time cross-border hauliers from across Europe are declining to come to Britain and go through the burden of extra paperwork and the risks of getting stuck on the wrong side of the Channel, as happened to many over Christmas 2020. The government built lorry parks expecting thousands to be stuck in customs checks for days or weeks, but the reality has been worse – most drivers simply refuse the work, even if offered multiples of the usual fee.

				Will there be food shortages? That’s the question newspapers are asking. We are already (in summer 2021) starting to see scattered empty shelves. Industry leaders in June warned in a letter to the government of the risk of “critical supply chains failing at an unprecedented and unimaginable level”. As of this book’s second printing (Sept 2021), shortages are worsening and there are warnings about large-scale supply chain failure at the Christmas peak.

				Apart from the possibility of an acute crisis to come, there is also the gradual realisation that shortages somewhere around the current level, and likely getting worse over time, are an inherent part of Brexit. “The UK shopper could have previously expected just about every product they want to be 
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				on shelf or in the restaurant all the time,” says Ian Wright from industry group the Food and Drink Federation. “That’s over and I don’t think it’s coming back.”

				While that doesn’t mean empty supermarkets, it means a fall in food availability and choice to levels last seen in Britain in the 1970s, with a particular lack of the imported European foods that we have all become used to. It is often forgotten that the periodic food crises of the 1970s were one important reason why the UK wanted to join the EEC to begin with, and food was a major issue in the 1975 referendum debates. Voters were told to think of the Common Market as the ‘Common Supermarket’, with its ‘well-stocked shelves’. Those who claim that Britain had no food problems before its EEC membership are deliberately misrepresenting this history.

				Today, the press are diplomatically putting the lack of lorry drivers down to “Brexit and Covid”. But even though every country in Europe has Covid cases, it’s only Brexit Britain that is seeing labour shortages to this extent. The old Dominic Raab boast that there will be “adequate food” is looking doubtful. 

				So far the government’s only answer to the shortages has been to loosen the rules about lorry drivers’ hours, putting road safety at risk to try to pretend everything is fine, and perhaps they will find some other quick-fix to paper over the cracks before shortages reach a crisis point.

				Even if the government continues to bluff, bluster or bend the rules at the last moment to ameliorate the most pressing problems, the cumulative economic damage from Brexit will be enormous – and while it is difficult to establish a direct cause-and-effect for much of this economic decline (see chapter 5), it is not possible for an economy to defy 
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				gravity for long: once the real-world effects will start to be felt in everyday life, the government’s popularity will surely be dented. 

				All of this will be exacerbated by the end of free movement from the EU. There has rightly been much attention on the Settled Status deadline, which has been an administrative nightmare for Europeans living in the UK and raises the frightening prospect of people who have not applied being criminalised in the future. What has been less acknowledged is the economic side of the loss of free movement: by blocking the path for any new EU migrants to come to the UK after the end of 2020, on top of the effect of many returning home during the pandemic, they have ensured that labour shortages can only get worse from here.

				While there is nothing to stop the government loosening immigration rules, which are both cruel and counterproductive given the shortage of workers, it has instead so far doubled down on its “hostile environment” approach. EU citizens arriving in Britain have been detained and even expelled from the country. The government prefers posing as “tough” on migrants even while doing so does real economic damage.

				One of the central myths that drove the Brexit vote is the idea that migration ‘takes’ something from Britain, including ‘taking our jobs’, costing money in benefits, causing pressures on public services, etc. With free movement now ended, we see the reality. Migrant workers were keeping entire sectors running – and they were propping up our public services too! There is no jobs bonanza for those who voted for Brexit in the hope of getting back ‘their’ work – skills and experience gaps mean it does not work that way – just labour shortages leading to food shortages and price increases.
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				3. Britain is European

				22 October 2019. Up to a million people marched through central London, with over 150 coaches coming from all over the country. Formally they marched for a ‘final say’, a referendum on the Brexit deal, but in practice overwhelmingly out of support for the EU and the desire for Britain to remain a member. It was Britain’s biggest mass march since the anti-war demonstrations of 2003. 

				A million may not be much as a percentage of the population, but any time so many people are on the streets, in practice millions more are represented. (We could also note that, even at moments when Brexit appeared imperilled, pro-Brexit rallies never rose above a few thousand.)

				Polling bears this out – surveys continue to show robust support for EU membership among the British public. When asked ‘In hindsight, do you think Britain was right or wrong to vote to leave the EU?’, 48% now say it was wrong to leave, versus 40% for right and 12% don’t know (YouGov, 23 June 2021). 

				Remain vs Leave in a hypothetical new referendum is running at a slight lead for Remain, 47% to 46% (ComRes, 20 June 2021). Asking how well Brexit is going, meanwhile, gets a total of 52% for ‘quite’ or ‘very’ badly, compared to 38% for any of the ‘well’ choices (see chart, next page).
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				Phrasing the question as being about ‘rejoining the EU’ does get a slightly lower result, depending on the poll, from 39% (YouGov, 23 June 2021) to 42% (ComRes, 20 June 2021). Both polls, however, currently have a large number of don’t knows. We should not be despondent about this: while rejoin is not quite currently a majority, it is still tens of millions of people! That is quite remarkable given the total lack of representation for rejoin in political parties and the press – there are few political positions that are so popular and yet so rarely put forward. The figure has a lot of room to grow as the effects of Brexit are felt, especially if a rejoin movement can get the arguments heard more widely.

				The future is pro-European

				It is sometimes supposed, even now, that rejoining the EU is a question of ‘convincing Leavers to change their mind’. While it would be nice if they did, it is not necessary. Such high youth support for the EU means that over time, the shift in demographics as young people get the right to vote gives us the majority – in fact, it is very likely that this has already happened, and the effect will only get more pronounced as the years go by.

				No one born this century voted for Brexit. With each passing year, this statement feels more and more dramatic. Students graduating from university in 2021 were too young to vote in the 2016 referendum. Out of the then-18-24 year olds who were able to vote, an estimated 73% backed Remain – in fact it was a majority in every age group under 45 (Lord Ashcroft Polls, 23 June 2016). Another poll in 2019 found that this trend continued after the Brexit vote 
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				How different age groups voted in the referendum

			

		

		
			
				Source: Lord Ashcroft Polls, 23 June 2016
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				Poll: How well or badly is Brexit is going so far?

			

		

		
			
				Source: Opinium, 25 June 2021
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				too, with three-quarters of newly eligible voters who were too young to vote in 2016 saying they would back Remain in a new referendum (BMG, 10 March 2019).

				While we have no desire to encourage age-based antagonism – a solid minority among older voters did still back Remain after all, and we know the pro-EU movement has many older stalwarts – there is a definite feeling among younger people that their future in the EU was voted away by people who already got to enjoy the opportunities in their lives (there are parallels to, for example, university tuition fees). For the large majority of young people, reversing Brexit is not a campaign to be approached gingerly, as if they need gently persuading – it is a matter of reversing an injustice committed against their generation.
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				We believe then that the primary task of rejoiners now is not to try to convince Leavers that they were wrong – much energy and funding has already been poured into this, to no avail. The question is not who is ‘persuadable’ but who is mobilisable. The more important task is sustaining a movement that builds support among the leaders of tomorrow, and looking for a moment when the question of EU membership can be put on the agenda once more.

				The front foot next time

				One thing the pro-EU movement does not generally want to reflect on, but is worth briefly mentioning, is that our current 
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				level of organisation was almost entirely built in the period after the referendum. While plenty of us did campaign in the referendum on the Remain side, it was only after the result came in that the anti-Brexit movement took to the streets, and a few years later that it cohered. 

				During the referendum, the leadership of official Remain campaign Britain Stronger in Europe (which was under the heavy influence of David Cameron and George Osborne) offered little but timidity and economics – the identity aspect was sidelined, the cultural arguments excluded, the threat to peace in Northern Ireland barely aired. In our view, those of us who were engaged in pro-EU campaigning at that point did not sufficiently insist on our independence from the incompetent official campaign, with many of us supposing that while we did not like the Cameron-Osborne ‘status quo’ messaging, they knew how to appeal to ‘middle England’ and win the referendum. 

				At the same time, it is fair to say that many who are now passionate EU supporters did not see the referendum as much of a risk until it was too late. It was not generally thought to be winnable for Brexit until the final weeks, and many of us were surprised at the strength of our own emotional response to the result. While the Brexiters had been preparing for their moment for decades, many Remainers didn’t know what we’d got until it was gone.

				Our movement then spent three years growing stratospherically compared to before the referendum – but it was born into a rearguard battle, trying to win a new referendum at a time when there had just been one, with a Conservative Party that was being captured by the victorious Brexiters and a Labour Party doing its best to ignore the whole issue and hope it would go away. Once the 2019 

			

		

	
		
			
				general election foreclosed the immediate possibility of stopping Brexit, many of the new pro-EU organisations that had burst onto the scene disappeared just as suddenly. 

				But the connections and arguments we built during those years, when the possibility of stopping Brexit was at the centre of politics, are what we have to sustain us into the future. Some national pro-EU organisations continue, alongside many local ones. Stay European, for our part, was founded after the 2019 election, explicitly as an organisation for those who did not think it was time to wind down our movement. As the front page of our website states: ‘We are European – we will never give up.’

				Having been born at one moment of defeat, and reborn at another, we must stay in this for the long haul now. If we can stay together, then having started on the back foot in 2016, we can start on the front foot next time.
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				4. An isolated island

				“There is a free trade zone stretching from Iceland to Turkey that all European nations have access to … after we vote to leave we will remain in this zone.”

				Michael Gove, 2016

				Thanks to the ‘red lines’ that the government imposed early on in the Brexit negotiations, the UK is now much further from the EU in trade terms than Vote Leave claimed it would be. To look at it through Gove’s quote, not only are we are not an EEA member like Iceland, we are not even in a customs union with the EU, meaning it is now harder for goods to move from the UK to the EU than it is from Turkey.

				The level of distancing here is absurd for a country in the UK’s geographical location, bordering the Republic of Ireland and a stone’s throw from France. It is not a sustainable situation, and this is at the root of many of the controversies over meat, fish, and other time-sensitive fresh produce. Until now supply chains have been integrated, fishing waters have been shared, transport across borders has been easy, and much else besides.
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				A spectrum of relationships

				Beyond thinking of EU membership as an ‘on’ or ‘off’ binary, there is in practice a wide spectrum of positions that European countries have in relationship to the EU.

				If we start from the inside and work outwards, then closest to the EU we find the eurozone countries. These are countries that have embraced EU membership with no or few opt-outs. Slightly further out from them we find the UK’s former position, still a full EU member but not in the euro and with more opt-outs – this is currently the status of Denmark, for example.

				Moving to our next layer of orbits, we find the closely related European Economic Area (EEA), for example Norway, and European Free Trade Area (EFTA), Switzerland. These are affiliate membership type statuses. (EEA states are also in EFTA, but Switzerland remains outside the EEA – though the various EU-Swiss deals mean there is little difference in practice.) EEA countries are part of the Single Market, and must follow the Four Freedoms: free movement of goods, capital, services and people.

				Realistically this section of the spectrum is the furthest-out position that any remotely sensible government would have moved the UK to after the Brexit vote. The Vote Leave quote – “free trade zone stretching from Iceland to Turkey” – refers to Turkey’s participation in a customs union with the EU. But while that’s quite clearly a promise of at least that status after Brexit, that isn’t what has happened.

				On the next orbit out we find association agreements. This is the category that includes Kosovo, Serbia, Ukraine and many others around the edges of the EU. These limited, varying deals grant participation in the Single Market for 
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				some sectors, and include some obligations. Finally we find free trade agreements – the Canada-EU deal (CETA) as well as deals with Japan and South Korea.

				As ever with the EU, there are some complexities – for example, confusingly, EEA countries are not actually part of the customs union, and Turkey’s deal is slightly distinct from the main EU customs union and has some exceptions. There are plenty of differences between countries that are in the same broad categories. That is why it is better to see it as a spectrum than a set of rigid boxes.

				So where on this spectrum does the UK currently sit? The Brexit deal, the EU-UK Trade and Cooperation Agreement, was supposedly modelled instead on trade deals the EU had previously done with far-away countries such as Canada – this was the UK side’s stated preference. However, the Brexit deal resembles an association agreement in many ways, and is handled under the same legal framework (Article 217 TFEU). It seems to be intended as a ‘halfway house’ between an association agreement and a free trade agreement. A ‘pure’ trade agreement would not include the provisions added because of the UK’s geographical proximity and the wish to continue some previous arrangements, such as fisheries and security, and ensure a ‘level playing field’, which basically means that the UK is not allowed to launch a deregulation drive if it wants to keep its tariff-free market access. 

				Finance sacrificed for fish?

				The deal includes almost nothing on on services, even though the UK has a primarily services-based economy, or more specifically on finance, one of Britain’s largest sectors. 
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				At the end of the transition period the UK financial sector moved more than £1 trillion in assets and thousands of jobs to the EU almost overnight, to ensure it would be able to continue to operate in Europe. Billions of pounds of stock and derivatives trading has shifted from London to alternative financial hubs in Amsterdam, Paris and Frankfurt. 

				The finance sector is publicly unpopular, to say the least, but it provides an estimated 11 percent of UK tax revenue and over a million jobs, according to the Office for National Statistics. The government made reassuring noises about negotiating a finance sector deal (known as ‘financial equivalence’) later in 2021, only for chancellor Rishi Sunak to admit at the start of July that the government has given up on equivalence, and make statements about deregulation that make it even less likely. Having previously relied on the City of London as a financial centre, the EU appears to be quietly trying to build up its own hubs, to lessen its reliance on infrastructure it can no longer regulate.

				At every step, the government’s priority appears to have been distancing ahead of access; isolation ahead of securing UK interests – even the ones the Conservatives are usually thought to represent. It spent a lot of negotiating capital on issues that are (in economic terms) small and where it did not secure a good deal in any case, such as fishing, putting symbolism and ideology ahead of economics. 

				Since there is not much further to go in moving further from the EU, and the current deal is riddled with problems, it follows that future governments’ attempts to fix the glaring problems in the deal are likely to move the UK gradually closer back towards the EU. Helpfully, as we will see in the next chapter, the EU made sure to build avenues into the deal for exactly that.
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				5. Road to the renegotiation

				The EU is full of specialist, career trade negotiators. In contrast to the UK’s have-a-go zeroes – a combination of the clueless and the outright fantasist, best summed up by David Davis’ empty-handed appearance at the negotiating table – the EU has a deep knowledge of how trade deals work. It has negotiated dozens and is constantly negotiating more. The legal text of the Brexit deal, put together against the clock and barely understood by the UK side, mostly originates as a series of cut-and-pastes from previous EU trade deals.

				Most importantly, the EU knows that a deal rarely stays ‘done’, fixed for all time, and that structuring the rhythm of renegotiation can be every bit as important as the initial negotiation. Its trade experts will have known that they were being asked to write a set of absurdities into the deal at the insistence of the hard-Brexit UK government of the day, and the text is carefully constructed to allow those absurdities to unravel without damaging the rest of the arrangements, and give a future government (one not ideologically committed to Brexit, or at least not to the hardest form of Brexit) plenty of leeway to scrap the worst sections.

				So while the UK government was asleep at the switch, the EU helpfully laid out a path in the Brexit deal for those 
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				who want to take it. It allows a ‘break clause’, of sorts, towards a much closer relationship from the mid-2020s onwards. While this would not mean immediately rejoining the EU, we believe it could be a key moment and, if we get the wind in our sails, a huge step towards rejoining by the end of the decade.

				A reckoning delayed

				As we consider the next few years – this book is being written in the summer of 2021 – one point is inescapable: we are yet to experience the vast majority of the effects of Brexit. 

				Brexit since the referendum has been a story of delay, indecision, scattered attempts to cushion the impact, transition periods, implementation periods, grace periods, temporary exceptions to new rules, and further delays. Brexit is ‘going OK’ only and precisely to the extent that it still has not happened yet.

				The end of the transition period on 31 December 2020 was the clearest moment so far when a large number of new rules (though far from all of them) came into effect. But it arrived almost a year into the Covid-19 pandemic, nine months since the first UK lockdown and only days before the third (!) national lockdown on 6 January 2021.

				People are, for the most part, not travelling at the moment, or travelling as little as they can. Far from looking for opportunities to work around Europe, those who can are still working from home. The dramatic (though highly necessary) loss of freedoms during the pandemic has extensively disguised the loss of European freedoms as a result of Brexit.
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				It is a similar story in the economy, where the drastic fall in GDP as a result of coronavirus has masked the expected fall from Brexit. So far the most noticeable effect attributable to Brexit directly has been on online orders from the EU and parcels sent to the EU, which are tied up in customs paperwork and can take months. The cause of trade problems, shortages and other issues has been difficult to prove, with the media often pinning the blame on catch-all phrases such as “caused by the effects of Covid and Brexit”. 

				As the Institute for Government report ‘The End of the Brexit Transition Period’ points out: “Where disruption has occurred, it has not always been easy to distinguish whether it has been caused by Brexit or Covid. Covid has also delayed some of the most obvious impacts of the Brexit deal – at least until lockdowns ease and borders re-open.”

				Let’s assume, and unfortunately this may be optimistic, that by the end of 2021 we have seen the last wave of the pandemic (at least in Britain). This means we begin 2022 with a population once more ready to travel, hoping to live, work and study across Europe in much the same quantities as we did before our lives were frozen by the pandemic in March 2020. There is also an expectation that supply-chain pressures that were being blamed on Covid should disappear at this point, if Covid was causing the problem (it wasn’t). 

				This is the moment when, outside the relatively narrow field of those of us who pay attention to Brexit day-to-day, and outside the few sectors that have already been worst affected, the effects of Brexit are likely to become clear to the population at large. Almost six years since the referendum, Brexit will finally become real. 

				We can expect its popularity, already not high (see chapter 3) to fall further. Pro-Brexit passions are beginning 
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				to wane as the Brexiters flee the scene of the crime, avoiding interest groups they once claimed to represent such as fishing and searching for new culture-war campaigns to grasp onto. What we are left with is the consequences – the bare reality of what, thanks to Brexit, people will come to discover is possible and not possible as a British passport holder in 2022 and beyond.

				Grounded by Brexit

				Holidays under Brexit will be less convenient, less spontaneous, more burdened with paperwork and planning. We can expect to hear a lot in the summer of 2022 about sky-high mobile phone roaming charges, the fact that all (yes, all) UK pet passports are no longer valid in the EU, and much else besides.

				Beyond holidays, living in the EU for a sustained period will become harder: UK citizens can only spend 90 days out of any 180 in the Schengen travel area. Longer stays will require a visa application, and immigration comes under the normal rules of the country you are moving to – a huge difference from the previous situation with free movement, when British citizens could travel to any European country and stay for as long as they wanted. 

				Work trips are the most severely curtailed. Business trips are only allowed for a strictly limited set of purposes, and the rules are incredibly complicated.

				The government’s web page on the rules for business travellers explains that you “may need a visa, work permit or other documentation” if you are “carrying out contracts to provide a service to a client in another country in which your 
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				employer has no presence” or “providing services in another country as a self-employed person”.

				And by the way, the rules for visas and work permits are different in each EU country, so you need to check their own information. (Good luck if your trip involves multiple countries.) And by the way, you might need to pay social security contributions in each country. And by the way, if you’re taking ‘goods’ into the EU – which crucially includes all “equipment you need for work like laptops, cameras or sound equipment” – you need a carnet, a form of ‘passport’ for the equipment that costs £300 plus VAT and you must pay a security deposit “equal to the highest rate of duty and taxes applicable to the goods in any of the countries in the itinerary, and transit if applicable”. If the complicated rules governing the carnet scheme are breached, this deposit will be confiscated and paid to the country you were visiting.

				If you’re planning to take something with you to an EU country and sell it once you’re there, you’d really be a lot better off just… not doing that. (It counts as an export.)

				Touring musicians and other performers, who often plan to travel between many countries and may do just one or two gigs in each, are some of the first people to notice how badly this will affect them. In fact the EU even made an offer for special visas for performers, but the UK government turned it down – because it did not want to give the same deal to EU performers visiting Britain. “It is usually in our agreements with third countries, that [work] visas are not required for musicians. We tried to include it, but the UK said no,” an EU source close to the negotiations told the Independent. The government denied this at first, blaming Brussels, before acknowledging that it did turn down the deal after all.
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				The National Theatre has already cancelled an EU tour, saying that the Brexit deal makes it “financially unviable” because of the costs of getting work permits for the whole cast and crew for every country that would be visited. If the National Theatre cannot find a way then it is unlikely that smaller productions will be able to either. 

				And it is wider than performing arts. As the Institute for Government’s report notes, “While most of the focus of the Brexit impact has been at the border, one of the key criticisms of the TCA [the Brexit deal] was the limited provisions made for services… accountants, lawyers, consultants and architects who are all working from home have not yet had to worry about what work they may or may not be permitted to carry out in the EU”. This will cause increasing frustration as the years pass.

				In the run up to the renegotiation, we need to do two things. Firstly, we need to try to ensure Brexit’s effects are pinned squarely on Brexit, not either coronavirus or the pro-Brexit media’s catchphrase in case of emergency, “new EU rules”. There are no new EU rules, just the deal our government signed: we need to raise awareness that Brexit and Brexit alone is the source of this pain. 

				And second, we need a different government to be sitting on the UK side of the negotiating table. 
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				6. A change of government

				This might be controversial, so let’s come out and say it: getting the Conservatives out of government is a precondition if we are to find a route to rejoin the EU. Two things follow from this quite closely. One, every bit of damage that we can do to the government and the Tory party aids the cause of rejoin. Two, we should campaign for the election of a non-Tory government, which in practice means either a Labour government or the coalition sometimes called a ‘progressive alliance’.

				This seems obvious to us, and has lately become a mainstream position in the pro-EU movement. But at the edges of pro-EU campaigning still lurk some people who strongly dislike it: some (though very few!) are actual Conservatives, some overly value ‘cross-party’ status, tend to emphasise ‘good Tories’ and want to avoid an outright anti-Tory tone in order to make their campaigning safe for those very few pro-EU Tories who remain. (We understand that the European Movement national organisation, which involves many current and former Tory politicians, has broadly this position though refrains from saying so publicly.) This implies a focus on “holding the government to account” and implying that it is still possible to persuade the Tories to take a better direction on the question of the EU.
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				Let’s tackle this head on. Leaving aside any political positioning on left, right or centre, we can acknowledge that the Conservative party has historically included plenty of pro-EU politicians. Winston Churchill was part of establishing the project, Ted Heath was the prime minister who took Britain into the EEC, Margaret Thatcher backed ‘yes’ in the 1975 referendum on confirming our membership, and even David Cameron, who of course called the fateful 2016 referendum, campaigned for the ‘Remain’ side.

				The developments in the party in the years after the referendum, however, are not just a temporary policy shift that can be pushed back the other way. The Conservative party has been transformed – remade in the image of Brexit, from its personnel to its electoral base. As former Tory MP Anna Soubry has said, the Tory Party is “now the Brexit Party, effectively”.

				While this was not an overnight process, the watershed moment came when Boris Johnson withdrew the whip from 21 Tory MPs who refused to back his Brexit deal. They included Ken Clarke, who was the best-known pro-EU Tory, recent ex-chancellor Philip Hammond, Dominic Grieve, David Gauke, Justine Greening and Rory Stewart. Most infamously, Johnson even suspended Nicholas Soames, grandson of his supposed role model Churchill.

				While some had the whip restored after an outcry, vocal support for Johnson’s Brexit deal was then made a precondition of being allowed to stand as a Conservative in the 2019 general election. Some of the rebels stood down from parliament, some ran as independents and a few joined the Liberal Democrats. Meanwhile, Nigel Farage’s Brexit Party did a deal to stand down in favour of the Conservatives, and the Tories made “get Brexit done” their slogan for the election.

			

		

	
		
			
				65

			

		

		
			
				In the 2019 general election, MPs who had been turfed out of the Tories, or quit, over their pro-EU positions stood under a variety of other banners. David Gauke, Dominic Grieve and Anne Milton stood as independents against their former party. Former prime minister John Major backed the candidates who “were forced out of the Conservative party, and are now fighting this election as independent candidates”. Soubry, a pro-EU Tory until February 2019, stood for new party Change UK, and Sam Gyimah and Antoinette Sandbach were Lib Dem candidates, having joined the Lib Dems shortly before the election.

				They did not see electoral success from this – but that is not the point. The Tory Party was systematically shorn of its pro-EU wing. Tory Remainers today have no representation in parliament and no prospect of challenging the leadership.

				The Conservative government that faces us now is a Brexit government. The Tory party, Boris Johnson and Brexit have become the same project – inextricable from one another. The people who ran Vote Leave now sit around the cabinet table. The pro-EU movement has nothing to gain by being soft on the Brexit Conservatives whose takeover of the party is now complete.

				To reverse Brexit, we must remove the Brexit government.

				Progressive alliances

				Ahead of the next election, support is growing for the idea of a ‘progressive alliance’. While there are various definitions from different campaign groups, it can be summarised as an alliance of the parties that have a chance to win seats and positioned on the centre-left or centre of politics – in 
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				practice, that means Labour, the Lib Dems, Greens, SNP and Plaid Cymru.

				There is a ‘hard’ version of the progressive alliance idea where the parties would announce a formal pact, either standing down candidates in different seats or even standing under a joint electoral description. There is also a ‘soft’ version that puts more emphasis on local factors, standing down some candidates in some seats, or keeping a candidate in place but not campaigning very hard.

				The full pact version would be a dream for many, but comes with some problems. The most immediate issue is that the party leaderships, particularly Labour and the Lib Dems, have no truck with the idea of an alliance. This isn’t just a matter of stubbornness as it is sometimes portrayed: the reason why it is possible for the Lib Dems to take seats from the Conservatives is that they are able to attract centre-right voters under some circumstances, but a formal pact would make it easy for the Tories to paint the Lib Dems as just an adjunct of Labour to these voters.

				The question in any case is less what we would do in an ideal world, but what is possible in the circumstances we face. This is where local factors come into play. Where national party leaderships resist alliances, or where a formal pact would put off some section of voters, they can be constructed locally, whether it is explicitly or tacitly.

				Two 2021 byelections offer a case study. The Lib Dems’ win in Chesham and Amersham saw them surge past the Tory candidate to win with 56% of the vote. Crucial in this was that Labour’s vote collapsed by 11 percentage points, down to just 1.6%. While this was reported in some publications as simply a disastrous result for Labour, the reality on the ground was that it represented deliberate 
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				tactical voting from Labour supporters. Tactical voting allowed for a win that would have been hard to hold together as a more formal alliance: around half of the Lib Dem majority appears to have come from Tory-to-Lib-Dem switchers, and the other half from Labour tactical voters.

				The other byelection, Batley and Spen, was a narrow Labour hold against a strong Tory challenge. While the Lib Dems only had 4.7% of the vote in this seat in 2019, the byelection Labour majority was less than 1%, making the noticeable tactical voting from Lib Dem supporters once again crucial to the result.

				Tactical voting has the advantage that it is not a prerequisite to persuade any party or candidate to stand down its candidate. Instead, persuasion efforts can be focused on the public at large – while they are generally harder to reach, they are also far less tribal in these decisions and more likely to respond to appeals to ‘keep out the Tory’. As the Tories move further to the Brexit hard right, the popularity of tactical voting has been rising accordingly, with an estimated 26% voting tactically in 2019 (Lord Ashcroft Polls, 13 December 2019). Many strides were made in 2017 and 2019 in setting up digital resources and social media campaigns to encourage tactical voting – not enough to overcome the particular circumstances of those elections, but a strong base for next time. If the leaderships won’t construct a progressive alliance, we can build one from the grassroots.

				Proportional representation

				In our current electoral system, first-past-the-post, the Tories are wildly overrepresented – they have a large parliamentary 
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				majority on a 44% minority of the overall vote. That is why many pro-EU campaigners have realised that campaigning for more democracy in Britain is likely to be a necessary intermediate step to rejoin – one that can offer an immediate shared aim for progressive alliances to cohere around.

				While Britain is full of democratic deficits – from the lack of a proper constitution to limitations on the franchise – the demand that unlocks the most is proportional representation. That is, instead of our archaic and absurd electoral system where voters need to constantly worry about ‘splitting the vote’ and letting in a candidate they dislike, translating percentage voters proportionally into a parliament that represents what people actually voted for. 

				Britain with proportional representation would be rejoining the EU sooner rather than later. That is why rejoin campaigners should support it.

				The Tory assault on democracy

				Making all of this more urgent are the Tories’ attempts at eroding our democracy, making it harder to hold them to account and harder to vote them out of office.

				Their ‘Voter ID’ proposals, ostensibly aimed at combating voter fraud even though in-person voter fraud is incredibly low in Britain, are in reality a plan to disenfranchise millions of people who are less likely to have a valid photo ID and less likely to vote Conservative, learning from the US Republicans’ tactics of ‘voter suppression’.

				Every week seems to bring a new allegation of corruption, whether it is pandemic contracts for cronies, lobbyists texting ministers or the prime minister’s infamous 
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				donations for wallpaper. In April 2021 the Electoral Commission announced an investigation into who paid for Boris Johnson’s flat makeover – then two months later the government announced, by a strange ‘coincidence’, that it is planning to take away the Commission’s powers to prosecute.

				Since Brexit won the referendum, and especially since Vote Leave’s main figures took over the government, political lying has become part of everyday life. Green MP Caroline Lucas, backing a letter from six opposition parties in parliament, said: “There is a normalisation of lying to the house which is deeply dangerous, especially coming from an increasingly authoritarian government which is looking at every means to avoid accountability.”

				Build the rejoin wings

				A big fly in the ointment for rejoin campaigners pursuing a progressive alliance is that the main political parties’ positions on Brexit are all terrible. Labour says as little about Brexit as it can possibly get away with, out of fear of alienating Brexit-voting ‘red wall’ voters, and does not currently even have a commitment to obvious steps such as single market membership (it did previously call for “single market access” but this is not the same).

				Lib Dem leader Ed Davey has been rowing back quickly from the party’s previous pro-EU commitments, apparently believing that being too identified with these positions cost the party seats in the general election. During the party leadership contest he said the Lib Dems “got distracted by the Brexit battle”: “We’ve had three very poor election results, very disappointing, in five years. I’ve got to rebuild 
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				the Liberal Democrats. And I’m not going to be diverted and distracted like we were on Brexit.” 

				In January 2021 Davey told Andrew Marr that the Lib Dems are “very pro-European” but “not a rejoin party”. This came after the party voted for a fudged ‘rejoin in the long term’ motion at its conference, which Davey took as licence to reject rejoining altogether.

				Yet the parties’ grassroots are in a completely different position from the party leaderships. In the Labour Party – even though they are sometimes seen as the most ‘Brexity’ of the progressive parties – a huge 61% of members believe that Labour’s policy should be to campaign to rejoin the EU (YouGov, 15 April 2021). There are pro-rejoin groups organising within the party, notably Labour Movement for Europe, who signed the open letter for rejoin (see Appendix). But given it is such a majority in the party, it is still a heavily underrepresented position – some focused rejoin campaigning inside Labour over the next few years could pay off in a big way later.

				The Liberal Democrats, meanwhile, recruited much of their current membership out of the Remain movement, using it to rebuild the party after the 2010 coalition – even though some have since quit, rejoin support is still likely to be even higher than Labour’s figure, which is why the leadership faces a battle in motions debates. Lib Dem rejoiners need to keep up the pressure so that the leadership cannot get away with fudging the issue next time.

				Over the next few years, the more we can do to shift the position in every political party, the better the hopes firstly for persuading people to back a progressive alliance, and then for getting good policy positions on the EU if a progressive government is elected.
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				7. Disunited Kingdom

				So far we have assumed that the UK will hold together. One elephant in the room we need to look at, however, is the UK’s multifaceted constitutional crisis. The UK, despite the Tories’ occasional claims, is not ‘one nation’ – it is four. (Or three and a bit, since Northern Ireland is not exactly a nation, which is part of the problem.) EU membership was one of the key factors holding together this unusual, cobbled-together country – without it, the fractures between the UK’s nations, which were already growing, are rapidly reaching the point of no return.

				Nothing in this chapter is intended to imply a value judgment about whether the break-up of Britain would be ‘good’ or ‘bad’. In reality it would have both advantages and disadvantages. Our claim instead is that, whatever you think of it, this is the road Britain is currently on unless it rejoins the EU. In other words, it can rejoin the EU as one UK, or it can disintegrate and then see individual nations rejoin the EU one by one.

				Scotland wants to rejoin

				Scotland voted Remain in the EU referendum by 62% to 38%. Not a single council area in Scotland had a majority for 
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				Leave. It could not be clearer that Scotland rejected Brexit.Unlike English political parties, the SNP is enthusiastic about rejoining the EU, calling for an “independent, European Scotland”. This is only strengthened by the fact that despite overwhelmingly rejecting Brexit, and then having no say in the Brexit deal, Scotland has been heavily affected by the mess – for example, much of the fishing industry that has collapsed is Scottish-based.

				In polling (see page opposite) 49% of Scots back rejoining the EU after Scottish independence, compared to just 29% who oppose it.

				Former European Council president Donald Tusk signalled in 2020 that any application from Scotland for EU membership would be welcomed. Cultural figures from across Europe have also called on European leaders to “ensure that the EU clearly signals a path for Scotland to become a member” ahead of any independence referendum.

				The Scottish people want to rejoin the EU. The only question is whether it does so as part of the UK, or as an independent country. In effect, any future Scottish independence referendum will no longer be a question of ‘part of the UK or go it alone?’ – it will be a choice of unions: ‘part of the UK or part of the EU?’ Rejoining the EU could even prove to be the decisive factor in Scottish independence, adding enough extra percentage points to the Yes vote to get it over the winning line.

				A united Ireland

				Another way Britain could break up – and the deepest fear of the Northern Ireland unionists – is through Irish 
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				If Scotland were an independent country, would you support or oppose rejoining the EU?

			

		

		
			
				Source: ComRes, 16–20 April 2021
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				reunification. The Good Friday Agreement includes a provision for a referendum known as a ‘border poll’ if enough of the population want it. The clause says that the secretary of state for Northern Ireland must call a border poll “if at any time it appears likely to him that a majority of those voting would express a wish that Northern Ireland should cease to be part of the United Kingdom and form part of a united Ireland”. While this is a somewhat unclear test, it could include opinion polling or electoral majorities.

				There is not currently a majority in Northern Ireland for Irish reunification, whichever measure you use, but there is 51% support for holding a referendum in the next five years (LucidTalk, 24 January 2021). Unionism is in deepening crisis. The DUP – which at one point could have insisted on the ‘UK-wide backstop’ plan (ie. whole-UK Single Market membership) as a condition of propping up the Tory government – has ended up with a poor balance sheet for its two years of confidence-and-supply support. It got a trademark Boris Johnson betrayal, some ‘bung’ funding for Northern Ireland infrastructure, and the existence of the union it wants to defend placed in peril. As often with parties in crisis, the DUP has been unable to choose and keep a leader after collapsing into infighting.

				Economically, the huge problems created by the Brexit deal are causing Northern Irish trade to rapidly shift away from the UK and towards the Republic of Ireland. According to Ireland’s Central Statistics Office, the value of exports from Northern Ireland to the Republic almost doubled in February 2021 compared to February 2020, from £126 million to £246 million. The Republic’s exports to NI were also up by almost 40%, from £146m to £201m. Trading with the UK has become a nightmare – but trading with Ireland 
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				is as easy as it ever was. It is no surprise that Northern Irish shops choose buying from the Republic over empty shelves.

				The Tories surely know that the Brexit deal placed Northern Ireland much closer to the Republic of Ireland and so to the EU than to the UK in economic terms, and if nothing changes, eventually the politics and constitutional arrangements look likely to follow. 

				Little England

				If all of this came to pass, the remainder of the UK would be England and Wales, and with the beginnings of support for Welsh independence, maybe England alone in the end. Would this ‘rump’ country really expect to keep its already diminishing geopolitical power, really expect to be able to pursue an ‘independent trade policy’ while occupying half an island off the coast of Europe, really build the hard border with Scotland that would be necessary to enforce that?

				The nightmare scenario after the break-up of Britain is that those of us who live in England will be stuck in a right wing country, stuck with huge Tory majorities, stuck with no chance of rejoining the EU. But in this scenario – and remember the collapse of the UK would take a long time to play out and bring with it many controversies – it seems strange to assume that such a minor nation would be able to continue with the Brexit project as planned. This Little England would not want to join the EU, but ultimately it may lack the clout to do anything else.

				Brexit is a story about Britain in decline, and part of its population’s nostalgia for a lost past that never really existed. In the end, Brexit may yet be the end of Britain.
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				8. Britain’s place in the world

				At the moment there are a thousand issues pushing Britain back towards alignment with the EU, and very little pulling in the opposite direction. One clear danger however is the enthusiasm of Boris Johnson’s government for trade deals.

				The Tories appear willing to sign up to new trade deals on terrible terms, committing Britain to one-sided trading arrangements for decades to come. These deals serve two purposes for the government. Firstly, they make Brexit look like a success – the quality of the trade deals does not particularly matter to this government as long as it can boast about how many it has done. Secondly, any deal that is not a simple ‘carry over’ of the previous deal with the EU changes the legal framework for trade with that country, and so entrenches Brexit. 

				Paradoxically, the trade deals are not being agreed because Brexit enables better deals, but because doing the deals now makes Brexit more difficult to unravel later.

				The infamous US-UK trade deal, which would have brought chlorinated chicken and hormone-fed beef to Britain and spread it quietly across our food chain, has been largely defeated with the end of Donald Trump’s presidency (see below). However, the broadly similar deal with Australia, which also includes meat imports with another range of bad animal welfare practices that are banned in the EU, has been 
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				‘agreed in principle’, and will soon be published and move to its next stages.

				According to the RSPCA, “Australia has lower legal animal welfare standards than in the UK, including barren battery cages for hens, chlorinated chicken, sow stalls, growth hormone treatment for beef and journey times of up to 48 hours without rest and live exports when the UK Government is looking to stop live exports and significantly reduce journey times.

				“In addition, because production methods in Australia can be cheaper, flooding UK supermarkets with cheap, low welfare Australian imports would put UK farmers’ livelihoods at risk.”

				The Australia deal also risks disrupting the Northern Ireland protocol, as food produced in Britain using Australian ingredients will not comply with EU rules.

				To rejoin the EU, it is important to fight these toxic trade deals, and to be part of coalitions raising the problems with them and attempting to remove the worst sections. 

				Geopolitical realignment

				The Australian deal is a stepping stone to what the UK government considers the real prize: membership of the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP). The UK has launched accession negotiations to join CPTPP. The government says this is “pivoting Britain towards some of the world’s biggest economies of the present and future”.

				For Britain to join CPTPP is absurd not least because it is a collection of countries on the other side of the world: 
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				Australia, New Zealand, Singapore, Japan, etc. All 11 members are on the Pacific Rim. The UK, as you may have noticed, is not. It means we would have left our local trade bloc to join one where all trade means transport over extremely long distances, with the corresponding implications for climate change. This is a triumph of “Britannia rules the waves” wishful thinking over reality – the same mindset that is seeing Boris Johnson spend £200 million on a new ship to promote “the UK’s burgeoning status as a great, independent maritime trading nation”. It is a government that has forgotten which side of the world it is on and which century it is living in.

				It represents an attempt at a geopolitical realignment and threat to future EU membership as CPTPP membership comes with a whole alternative trade bloc rulebook: it is somewhat like the EU in that it enforces a set of common standards, but unlike the EU in that they are mostly completely different standards. Labour’s shadow international trade secretary Emily Thornberry sent a letter with 230 questions for the government about the practical implications of joining CPTPP. These include:

				“As part of the accession process, will the UK have the right to negotiate exemptions from any provisions of the CPTPP agreement to which we do not wish to accede, and amendments to those provisions we wish to improve, or will joining the CPTPP mean accepting its current provisions in full?”

				“If the government intends to accept the existing CPTPP provisions without modification, how will it square that decision with its commitment to the British people that – as a matter of principle – post-Brexit Britain must be a rule-maker and not a rule-taker?”
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				“In keeping with their manifesto promises, can the government guarantee that nothing in our accession to the CPTPP will lead to the increased sale of food in the UK produced to lower standards of food safety and animal welfare than are currently legal for farmers in Britain?”

				“Will the government guarantee that Britain’s health and care services will be entirely exempt from any of the provisions of the CPTPP that will apply to the UK?”

				… and many more. To date the questions have gone unanswered, but joining CPTPP continues as a central aim of UK trade policy.

				This focus could be because CPTPP is also a possible Trojan horse for a trade deal with the US. While the US is not currently a member, it was previously part of the deal before Trump withdrew from it in 2017, and under Biden is thought to be minded to rejoin at some point. The Financial Times reported that Boris Johnson “hopes Joe Biden, US president, will join the group too, opening a backdoor to closer UK/US trade ties”.
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				Conclusion: Rallying for rejoin

				Move on, they tell us, move on! The battle over Brexit is over! And, if we’re honest, some people do. The Remain movement’s national organisations – the ones that haven’t folded altogether – frequently announce their latest ‘refocus’ or ‘relaunch’, inevitably with less about Brexit and more about some other issue that they believe to be more fashionable. Long-standing individual campaigners email us: “I strongly support your aims, but…” 

				Parliament and the media, easily bored at the best of times, groan at any attempts to talk about Brexit. The main political parties observe a code of omertà on an issue that they all believe it is no longer in their electoral interest to speak about – the Tories want to maintain the fiction that Brexit is ‘done’, and Labour and the Lib Dems let them get away with it because they want Brexiters to vote for them.

				The Remain, and later People’s Vote, campaign was a (relatively) short burst of energy, a huge movement engaging with the central issue of politics, making headlines every day and with victory sometimes appearing to be in sight. A longer term campaign is simply a different beast.

				But just because rejoin is not on the newspaper front pages, just because it is not the burning issue of the moment, we should not believe that it is unpopular. Britain is still a 
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				pro-EU country – in many ways more pro-EU than it ever was before the referendum (see chapter 3). Compared to the two-men-and-a-dog support for the anti-EU campaigns of the 1990s, which went on to become UKIP and managed to scare the Tories into putting a referendum into their manifesto, we begin in a much stronger position.

				And, as we argued in chapter 1, Brexit is not ‘done’ – it is happening right now. Opposing Brexit is not, as is sometimes claimed, about trying to “undo the past” or “re-fight old battles”. The battle is right now. Having spent half a decade warning about an imminent car crash, the moment when the car collides with the wall is not the end of the story, not the moment to walk away and say “well I tried”. There are still tragic consequences to play out – and a rescue to attempt.

				We were encouraged by the response to our open letter (see Appendix) putting an unapologetic case for rejoin. 25 national organisations and more than 40 local pro-EU groups backed the position. Remember, we are not alone in our refusal to ‘move on’. We are not isolated in our commitment to a long term campaign.

				The mainstream of politics can shift surprisingly quickly in the right circumstances. In June 2021, former prime minister Gordon Brown unexpectedly said: “I want to rejoin the European Union. I’ll not give up.” He is the most prominent politician so far to take this position – but, as with so much in politics, there would be a rush towards it if the wind started to blow that way.

				Just because few are talking about rejoin this week does not mean that it won’t make its way onto the agenda if (when) Brexit causes more disasters. But that will only happen if we can hold together campaigners to keep 
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				making the demand, building one another’s confidence, not retreating or telling each other to be more ‘moderate’ in our aims. After all, if we don’t stand up and argue for what we believe in, how can we hope to persuade anyone else?

				As public support for the EU holds up and Brexit becomes ever more unpopular, this is not the time to be reticent about saying what we believe, not the time to be strategically minimalist, not the time to limit ourselves by only talking about small tweaks to the Brexit deal. Instead we need to broaden the narrative and have the courage to talk about what we know is really needed if Britain is to recover from these wilderness years.

				In the darkest days of Donald Trump’s presidency in the US, many doubted whether they would ever be rid of him. Now, after years of campaigning, moments of despair and the near-calamity when the Capitol was stormed by far-right insurrectionists, they have come out of the other side. Boris Johnson is little more than an imitation ‘Poundland’ Trump – he can be defeated too. 

				Brexit throws up problem after problem. The first instinct of each sector affected is to attempt some ‘special pleading’, lobbying for a solution to their issue only. But it is simply not possible to fix everyone’s problem while keeping Brexit itself intact. Brexit is the problem. As more and more people experience that, we can start to make links between the wide range of damaged industries and people who want back our right to freely travel across Europe.

				The three central aims of Stay European are ‘Regain our rights, resist Brexit’s effects, rejoin the EU’. These are not separate goals: each leads to the other. By highlighting the effects of Brexit and supporting everyone who suffers the pain, we can build a powerful coalition to regain our rights. 
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				To get back those rights means moving closer to the EU’s orbit, most likely rejoining the Single Market and customs union. And once you reach that point, rejoining the EU fully is all upside and no downside.

				Britain still has routes to rejoin – and that’s because it has, in the final analysis, no routes to making Brexit workable. Stay confident. Make the arguments. Build the movement. We can win.
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				Appendix: The open letter for rejoin

				This open letter, initiated by Stay European, has been signed by over 35,000 people, 25 national organisations and more than 40 local pro-EU groups. You can add your organisation by emailing join@stayeuropean.org

				Millions of people in Britain want to rejoin the European Union, but so far our voices have not been heard.

				Even as we are told Brexit is ‘done’, polls show that more people believe it was wrong to leave the EU than believe it was right, and more would vote to rejoin the EU than to stay out.

				Yet political parties reject rejoining, or at best declare it an issue for the distant future. Even some former Remain groups dare not speak the word ‘rejoin’ – and so half the population sees its view dismissed as a pipe dream.

				We are told to ‘move on’ and ‘try to make it work’, but Brexit continues to be a disaster. More than half of businesses have faced disruption. Whole industries are disappearing, such as fish exports.

				We have lost our right to live, work and study across Europe – rights that we will feel the loss of more keenly once the pandemic ends. Northern Ireland stands on the brink of a return to violence, with no realistic way to implement the Brexit deal the government agreed.

				As the government looks increasingly unstable, we should not restrict ourselves to demands that look possible under Tory rule, but instead raise our sights and talk about the future we want to see. Together, we declare that we support 
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				rejoining the EU, and we recommit ourselves to continuing the campaign to rejoin until we win.

				Stay European

				Campaign to Rejoin the EU – UKIN.EU

				UKRejoinTheEU.com

				European Movement in Scotland

				Rejoin EU @brejoineu

				Rejoin and Reform

				Rejoin Register rejoinregister.org

				UK Pro-European Network (UKPEN)

				Labour Movement for Europe

				Women for Europe

				Volt UK

				Voices for Europe

				Save Freedom of Movement @SaveFOM

				Re-Boot Britain

				Brexpats – Hear Our Voice

				Bremain in Spain

				Rejoin EU Party

				rejoin-eu.org

				Pledge For Europe

				Progressive European Party

				UK Rejoin Women

				EU Flag Mafia

				British Multi-Country Residents/Owners/Workers/Retirees affected by Brexit

				Friends for Europe

				Grandmas Against Brexit

				UK EPP

				Local group signatories

				Ayrshire4EU

				Cheltenham for Europe

				Chester for Europe

				Cornwall for Europe
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				Cotswolds4Europe

				East Herts for Europe

				Edinburgh4Europe

				European Movement Esher and Walton

				European Movement Mendip

				European Movement Milton Keynes

				European Movement Staffordshire

				European Movement SW Surrey

				EUnity Lewes

				EUnitySeahaven

				Fife4Europe

				GlasgowLovesEU

				Greenwich for Europe

				Haringey4Europe

				Harpenden for Europe

				Herefordshire for Europe

				Hope for Europe

				Highland4EU

				Lewisham East for Europe

				Manchester for Europe

				Norfolk for Europe

				North-East Surrey For EU

				North Yorkshire for Europe

				Open Britain Abingdon

				Open Britain Reading and Berkshire

				Oxford for Europe

				Perth4Europe

				Suffolk for Europe

				SWScotland4Europe

				Stirling4Europe

				Stratford4Europe

				Suffolk for Europe

				Swindon for Europe

				SW London for Europe

				Tees4Europe

				Tewkesbury for Europe

				Weaver Vale for Europe

				Witney for Europe
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				About Stay European

				Stay European is a UK-based grassroots campaign working to regain the rights British people lost through Brexit – in any way that we can. It is an independent campaign, not set up by any pre-existing pro-European group, but hoping to work collaboratively with all. 

				Our aims

				Regain our rights

				When the Brexit transition period ended, British people lost our rights as European citizens overnight regardless of whether we voted for remain or leave. We believe we should have the right to opt in and continue to identify as Europeans, with all the rights and obligations that comes with it, and that one of the most logical mechanism for this is individual citizenship of the EU. 

				Stay European is open minded about how it would work and understand that it would require some flexibility on the part of the EU. It has previously been suggested that such a scheme could be tied to a fee, as an individual contribution to the EU budget, perhaps equivalent to what we used to pay in per person.

				Resist Brexit’s effects

				We’re mere months into the experiment that is Brexit and already the effects have been felt throughout the country. Sending things to and from the rest of Europe to the UK is now far more complicated and British companies are struggling to export to EU member states. 
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				We haven’t yet seen the consequences of the loss of freedom of movement, but in the years to come that too will become clear as we will struggle to do holidays like before, and younger generations will be prevented from living and working abroad in the way that we’re used to.

				Stay European will keep scrutinising what is happening with Brexit to highlight just what a disaster it is for British people. We will also continue to defend the rights of our fellow Europeans to continue to live, work and study in Britain.

				Rejoin the EU

				We want our rights as European citizens back, but we also believe in the European project as a whole. That is why we stand loudly and proudly for rejoining the EU at the earliest possible opportunity. 

				We are in the process of making alliances, having discussions and mapping out the landscape of other organisations that support rejoin – and that work will only become more prominent as time goes on.

				You can sign up to get updates from us at www.stayeuropean.org or become a member at www.stayeuropean.org/join
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